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To the Amazon we go! 

Welcome to the PrimatesPeru newsletter for October! 
This month began with a lot of preparation four our 
journey in Chicago, and in the middle of the month, 
we flew to Lima, Peru. On the 24th we finally boarded 
a boat to the jungle and are now safely ensconced in 
CICRA, the biological field station that is to be our 
home for the next nine months.  

October 
24 

Mini & Gideon 
arrive at CICRA 

 

October 
30 

Research permit 
received from 
MINAG 

 

 

November 
16 

Rhea arrives at 
the field station  
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Get blog updates using RSS 
Have you visited our website lately? 

If you use a feed aggregator like Google Reader then just subscribe to 
http://primatesperu.com/blog and receive blog updates! Get a new 
aggregator at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_aggregators. For 
brief excerpts from our blog read on! 

 Thanking our sponsors 
We have an updated list of our sponsors including YOU on our website 
at this location: http://primatesperu.com/sponsorship. Again, muchas, 
muchas gracias!! 

Our original goal of $5000 has been well exceeded at 
this point. We are blown away by your 
generosity. Rest assured all the funds you 
have contributed will go directly to CICRA. 

We are committed to our eco-friendly 
approach to research and will keep you 
posted with stories from the field as well as 
a good visual account of what our piece of 
the Amazon jungle is like.  

Thank you once more. 

Science News 
We have a section that is filled with fun 
science stories. Don’t worry, they aren’t 
technical – instead, they have a strong 
public interest focus. Check them out for 
news on rainforests, CICRA and all kinds 
of animals! 

Latest posts: 

Amazon tribe down to last five members 

Ardipithecus ramidus revealed at last 
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PrimatesPeru Health-list 
Here’s the tally for the month 

 
45 Chigger bites 
0 Bott flies 
0 Fleas 
0 Ticks  
 
 
 

We are pleased to announce 
that no unbearable diseases 
have beset our team, yet. 
Like everyone else in Peru, 
the chiggers love Gideon. 40 
of those bites are his! 

Inés Esperanza Nole Bazan is a real gem! She has helped 
us no end with permit applications and purchasing of 
supplies, not to mention a healthy dose of advice.  She 
knows the city inside out and introduced us to the 
fabulous combi system of public transportation, which we 
are now experts at using. She’s a fabulous student (her 
professor said so!) and we cannot thank her enough for 
all her help in Lima.  

Inés 
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“I can’t believe this is really over”  

Getting to the airport in Chicago, as it turns out, would be the easiest part of our day. 
We paid a small fortune for two 
baggage carts to move our five 
50lb-bags of equipment from the 
car to the ticket counter.  On our 
backs we carried daypacks that 
contained all our clothes and the 
few niceties (like dental floss) we 
were to use for the next 9 months. 
It was a little rocky getting it all to 
the ticketing counter in O’Hare, 
but we made it.  Could you blame 
us for literally quivering with 
excitement? This was the beginning 
of what could be the greatest 
adventure of our lives! 
 
“No, you cannot check in an extra bag going to Lima. Lima has never allowed excess 
baggage. Not since I can remember”, said the nonplussed agent from the airline-that-
shall-not-be-named, “It’s perfectly clear on our website. A passenger once showed me 
where it says so on their laptop. I know that it’s there!” 
 

“You’ll just have to have someone 
come and pick up your bag.” 
 
We pleaded, groveled, and even got 
mad, and none of it worked. In a 
spurt of imagination we convinced 
them to let us take the extra bag at 
least as far as Houston, Texas, our 
stopover before Lima.  
 
“Sure”, said she, “that’ll be $100”. 
 
It was only 6:15am. 
 

Continued at www.primatesperu.com/blog 
 

October 14, 2009 
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Standing outside the MINAG permit office, I 
felt like someone had handed me a large bar of 
chocolate and at the very last minute, taken it 
back.  I’d just been told that it would take two 
weeks to get our research permit printed and 
ready. What’s worse, the tentacles of the 
economic recession had reached my little spot 
of heaven in the jungle and the weekly boat to 
the field site had been cancelled. We would 
have to wait almost 13 days for the next 
scheduled boat.  What on earth were we going 
to do for ten whole days in Lima? 
 
Setting about it in his typically logical way, 
Gideon made a list of all the last-minute 
errands we had left to do, about five or six 
major things in all. Shelving my 
disappointment I pulled out the Lonely Planet 
Guide to Perú, and began to read. This is the 
story of our whimsical experience of Lima and 
her limeños. 
 
As soon as possible, we arranged to meet our fabulous Peruvian contact, Inés, who has 
endless patience with research permits and muddled extranjeros.  We would have been 
absolutely lost without her help.  When she smilingly offered to show us where to make 
our purchases in Lima, we jumped at the offer. That’s when she took us to Lima’s 
incredible downtown or central where we found the booksellers’ street, the surgical 
equipment street, the musicians’ street, and even the pornographic cinema street. Before 
we knew it, and in a far more organized fashion than we had anticipated, we had 
acquired most of the items on our shopping list. 
 
With almost a week left to go, we were able to allow ourselves to slide just a little into 
vacation-mode. We made it to the Museo de la Nación, literally, the Museum of the 
Nation, and left even more muddled about Peruvian cultural history than when we 
entered (there’s just so much of it!). We visited the zoo and watched people ogle at and 
feed lots of spectacularly exotic creatures (or maybe they’re only exotic to us – coming to 
think of it, I did see three teenage girls chasing a squirrel down the path yelling “Ardilla! 
Ardilla!”). The Parque de Las Leyendas is worth visiting if only to see the fully 
conditioned turtles, tapirs, mountain goats, alpacas and macaws accepting morsels from 
passersby at the edges of their enclosures. Continued at www.primatesperu.com/blog 
 
 

October 21, 2009 
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The easiest airport experience we’ve had so far has definitely got to be 
while traveling from Lima to Puerto 
Maldonado. We had an early flight, so we 
missed rush hour traffice. We strolled in with a 
single backpack to be checked in each. They 
accepted our bags, no problems there. Due to 
what I’m increasingly begin to appreciate as a 
very sound bit of legislation, our backpacks 
were allowed to be only 8kgs in weight and so 
we drifted about the airport, happy as larks.  
The highpoint of the experience was the 
discovery of a fully stocked clinic inside the 
airport that offers yellow fever shots 24 hours a 
day for 85 soles. You can only guess at my 
thoughts at that point! 
 
The journey across the Andes is surprisingly 
quick – an hour’s flight to Cusco and then a 
mere 45 minutes to Puerto Maldonado.  
Lima is covered in a thick layer of cloud cover that rather 
ruined our excitement to be heading to the jungle. I have 
come to really loathe clouds because they always bring 
with them the bumpiest rides in aircraft. I only caught my 
first glimpse of the Andes, proper, quite close to Cusco.  
 
They’re an impressive bit of geology, sprawling for miles 
in the most interesting shapes.  We saw signs of 
populations living tucked away in valleys all throughout, 
commuting it appears through the most delightful roads 
that are clearly visible from the sky.  
Eventually, we began our descent to Cusco, rivaled in 
terms of giving me a fright only by our ascent out of Cusco 
to come shortly after. The pilot appeared to pick a valley to follow and we dropped low 
beneath the clouds, mountain ranges towering over us on both sides. Houses and streets 
flew past beneath us and I held my breath for what promised to be an exciting landing. 
At what seemed to me to be minutes before touchdown he banked a steep left, pulled a 
u-turn mid-air and then came thudding to a halt on the runway. The end of the jet 
engine that I happened to be closest to actually lifted off and rested hanging over the 
mouth of the engine as an extra effort to slow down the aircraft on the short runway. 

Continued at www.primatesperu.com/blog 

“Wild” life 
October 27, 2009 
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Sean B. Carroll’s The Making of the Fittest has been on 
our reading list for sometime, and I’m glad to say it 
hasn’t let us down. A popular assignment in introductory 
classes on evolutionary biology this book explains the 
‘theory’ of evolution in simple terms and accompanies it 
with a large and varied pool of evidence. From bloodless 
icefish to pigmented laboratory mice, this book is a great 
preview to Richard Dawkins’ The Greatest Show on Earth 
(out in bookstores now). We particularly enjoyed the 
section on the effects of the ideas of David Palmer on 
how evolution and science are viewed today. 

Tropical Nature s a bittersweet account of neo-tropical 
rain forest; bitter because one of its authors Ken Miyata 
passed away on a fishing trip before the book was 
published, but sweet because he and co-author Adrian 
Forsyth write about the most fascinating aspects of the 
most biodiverse place on our planet.  This book is a 
concise narrative about how tropical plants, animals, and 
insects co-exist combined with the authors' own 
speculations and theories that might explain some of the 
peculiar phenomena one encounters in the rain forest - like 
why sloths live in trees but bury their poop in the 
earth!  How does one not fall in love with a book who's chapters include "Bugs and 
Drugs," "Creeping Socialists," and "Listen to the flowers"?  Pick up this book and 
you might find yourself planing a trip to the rain forest in the near future. 

Primates Peru Reading List 


